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Our ninth Advocacy for Change event was held on March 13, 2019 at the Madison Concourse 

Hotel. The full day advocacy institute provided participants an opportunity to learn about the 

latest budget and policy priorities for the disability community. Families then spent time 

developing and refining their message to legislators and received one-on-one coaching from 

seasoned advocates. Finally, participants went to the Capitol and met with their state 

representatives and state senators or their legislator’s staff.    

 

Participants: A total of 42 individuals participated. All were parents, grandparents or young 

adults who attended with their parents. Participants came from both urban and rural areas of 

the state and represented 19 counties.  

 

At our March 2019 event we had an ethnically and racially diverse group of family members, 

including several Spanish speaking parents, African American parents and grandparents, and a 

parent who was a recent immigrant from India. Participants were also diverse in their areas of 

interest. Examples of topics that participants talked with their legislators about included: 

ending Children’s Long-Term Support (CLTS) Program wait list; increasing the numbers of 

accessible bathrooms in public places; special education funding; better transition programs; 

foster care and better guidelines for re-entry into birthparent homes; more funding for 

children’s mental health programs, and the need for Family Support and Disability Resource 

Centers.     

 

Participants had children of varying ages, with parents of youth children (ages 2 and 3) up to 

grown children in their twenties. A few parents also had siblings with disabilities. Their children 

had a variety of disabilities and complex health conditions, including several who had children 

on the autism spectrum, some with physical or intellectual disabilities and several with 

behavioral or mental health conditions.     

  

Scholarships: Most participants received either a partial or full scholarship for this important 

event. Their scholarship included an overnight stay at the Concourse Hotel for those who 

needed to travel more than 2.5 to 3 hours. Several participants also received a small stipend to 

cover the cost of mileage. Family members were very appreciative of this financial support that 

allowed them to participate in this unique training event without undue financial burden on 

their family.    

Advocacy for Change 2019 
Event Summary  
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Evaluation Summary 

 

This training was well organized 4.82 
 

This training had useful materials 4.82 
 

The information and materials I received in advance  
   of the event were clear and helpful 

4.74 

The presenters were clear and easy to understand 4.82 
 

The time to cover the material was adequate 4.21 
 

The training increased my understanding of advocacy/policy issues 4.75 
 

I know how to contact my state senator and assembly rep 
 

4.90 

I feel confident interacting with my elected representatives at the capitol 
 

4.30 

I know how to tell a persuasive story to impact policy decisions  
 

4.46 

I believe that by educating my elected representatives I can make a difference  
 

4.60 

I would recommend this event to others 4.96 
 

(Strongly Agree=5 / Agree=4 / Neither Agree nor Disagree=3 / Disagree=2 / Strongly Disagree=1) 

 
 

1) What did you like best about Advocacy for Change? 
• Speakers  
• The encouragement to use my voice and our story  
• Meeting everyone, hearing others in my group tell their story and make their ask! That 

was the most educational part of the day for me. I was very inspired by the advocacy 
stories and asks my group made.  

• Pertinent information to be able to address issue with representatives  
• I liked all the speakers.  
• Connecting and support with other families that can relate 
• How they told us how to speak with our elected officials effectively. As well as telling us 

that our opinions matter.  
• Networking and connecting and sharing our resources.  
• The opportunity to have a voice to our elected officials when it comes to our children 

and their needs.  
• Talking about how to share our story and our big ASK.  
• It was empowering! I felt like I have more information and resources after the event.  
• The information – knowledge is everything!  You can’t change what you don’t know.  
• The set-up of the program – budget/policy info and then meetings.  
• Handouts, statistical information, speakers on many topics 
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• The knowledge of the organizers, speakers and the attendees!   
• Becoming abreast of current legislation prior to meeting with our representatives.  
• Meeting so many passionate, knowledgeable and dedicated parents. WOW!  So 

inspiring and motivating to be a part of a change in Wisconsin.  
• The focused message creation.  
• Hard to choose. The whole experience left me feeling empowered!  
• That the group is here for all of the community!  
• All the information!  
• Explanation of all the talking points in a timely manner.  

 

2) Is there anything about Advocacy for Change that you would improve? 
 

• Spending more time in our small groups – practicing our ask and coordinating our 
group’s meeting.  

• Longer (training) to be able to have more info in depth  
• Better preparation among those meeting with the politicians. We did not coordinate a 

meeting time/place before our appointment time. Less people meeting at the same 
appointment – we have 5.  

• Ensure that the meetings are after how to write the story.  
• More time to go over material before meeting with Reps 
• My meetings were early, so I missed some of the presenters.  
• Having a panel of Reps to ask questions to?  Guides to walk over to the Capitol when 

some haven’t been there before.  
• Another day would be fabulous  
• Bigger meeting room.  
• More outreach to parents of kids with special needs in my community so we are HERE. 

Also, minor suggestion – make all appointments on a small card to put on back of 
nametags to easily access while at the Capitol.  

• Make it 2 days long. I would have loved to ask more questions.  
• Take time to slow down with info.  A lot to take in in a short period of time.  
• Have an adult version (comment from young adult/self- advocate who came with his 

mom but said he plans to attend Disability Advocacy Day next year)  
 

3) Please write any additional comments, suggestions or feedback you have 
about this event, including comments about the hotel, food, handouts 
and presenters.  
 

• More information ahead of time for us about the specific policy/ budget items we would 
be connecting our stories to.  

• I would love to see this training go longer so that each presenter would have enough 
time to do justice. Information was fabulous, just want more! Hotel nice – food was 
awesome.   

• Hotel was great!  
• I thought this was a wonderful and educational opportunity. I wish I had known about 

this organization sooner.   
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• Enjoyed this event greatly. Great contacts. FVofWI team did an amazing job of setting 
this up! Accommodations, food have all been excellent.   

• Just more time for the discussion of all the materials and prep work.  
• This was my first event and I am glad that I was able to attend. This event was overall a 

positive and informative experience.   
• The handouts were organized very well and were easy to navigate. The breakfast was 

clearly labeled for food allergies.  
• Very powerful!  
• I had a great day!  The location, food, presenters were great!  
• I love the information given and the PowerPoints. Thank you to the organizers for 

putting this event together.  
• Helpful to have (Senator) Chris Larson give an update from the education committee.  
• Great conference! So informative and well organized! Thank you so much for the 

scholarship!  
• Hotel, food was awesome.  Thank you so much for the scholarship!  
• I loved all the handouts and presenters. Baked potato bar was a good choice.  

 

Family Voices looks forward to hosting our 10th Advocacy for Change event on March 12, 2020!  

We will be seeking sponsors who can help us made this another successful event and allow us 

to offer scholarships to parents and other family members from around the state.  

To learn more about sponsorship opportunities please contact Barbara Katz, Family Voices                

Co-Director, at Barb@fvofwi.org or 608-220-9598.  
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